
24T
78 JournalofScienceEducation(JOSCED)Vol.5,No.1 heMAY

A510

LENTOFSCIENCESO

THENEEDFORADOPTION OFRESPONSIVECURRICULUMIN
NIGERIANSECONDARYSCHOOLS.

BenardineNgoziNweze&EmmanuelChinonsoObodo
DepartmentofScienceEducation

FacultyofEducation
Enugu StateUniversityofScienceandTechnology,Enugu State

Abstract

Aresponsivecurriculum is a curriculum thatisrelevanttothe current andanticipated
needs,problems andaspirationsofthe learners.Unfortunately, the curriculum thatisin
use doesnotaddresstheanticipatedneeds, problemsandaspirationsofthelearners,or
itis not responsive enough tomeetthe technologicalneedsof thesociety.Therefore, a

concertedeffortandatotal overhaulingtowardsoureducationpolicyisimminentat this

pointintime. The present curriculumenthroneswesternculturein our land,thereby,
underminingthecultureandvalueofdifferentstatesinthisnation.Oureducational
systemandvaluehavebeen rapedandmurdered on the altar ofmodernization. The

Nigeriaeducationsystem is introuble;andevery day itcontinuesto dwindleand
deterioratein essence,structureandpurpose. Theextentof damagethathasbeenmeted
onoureducation is tooalarming.The workrevealedthat inordertoremedythe illness

withNigeriacurriculum, thereis needfortheadoption of responsivecurriculum
developmentandemploythiscurriculumstrictlyinNigerianeducationsystem.Itshowed
thatamongstotherfeatures,responsivecurriculumshould be:integratedand

interdisciplinary,authentic, learner-centeredandorientedtoreallifesituations,utilizing
materialsfromthelearner'sculture,assistingthe learnertodevelopcriticalthinking
ability. Italsorevealedthat fortheattainmentofNigeria's developmentthroughthe

instrumentalityofcurriculum,itis imperativethatcurriculumdesigners developa
responsivecurriculum whose adoptionin the Nigerianschools willdevelopvaluable
humancapitalthatisneededforeconomicgrowthandhumandevelopment.In viewof
thestudy,the researchersrecommendedthat:curriculumexperts should design a

curriculumthat isresponsive to the currentneeds,aspirations andproblemsof the

people,andinlinewith technologicaladvancement, Governmentshould motivate

teachersthroughincreaseinsalaryandallowancessoas toencourage them inputtingin
theirbestinharnessing the potentialsofourfuturegeneration andteachersshould

prepare theirteachingcontents/objectives byeffectivelyutilizingmaterials/ideasfrom
learner'sculture.
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Introduction

Thecontentsofteachingandlearningsubjectsin theNigerianSecondarySchools,
which by implicationequipthe learnerwiththecapabilityand potentialtobeuseful to
himselfandthesocietyarecontained in awell-definedandsimplifiedteaching/learning
guide called thecurriculum.Thecurriculumhastheability to shapethelearner's
cognitivedevelopmentsuchthathebecomesusefultohimself,expressan effective

living, contributes his quotainthesocietaldevelopmentand becomemasteryin
problem-solving.

The contemporary curriculuminuseinNigeriansecondaryschoolswhich is

satisfactory and functional,is thethematicapproach.Thesettlementatthematicapproach
after going throughthe differentapproachestocurriculumcontent selection is basically

toreduceoverloadingofcontent,andallowfordirectivesfromgovernmentand requests

fromotherstakeholdersineducation.Thisisgraduallybeingimplemented.However,the
minimumnumberofsubjectstobetakenbyeachstudentat various levelsisstill

unsettledastherearestrongargumentsfortheirreduction.Fortheorganizationof
content,thepracticethecurrentcurriculumovertheyearshasfavouredthespiral or

concentricapproach,whichrequiresa gooduseofexperienceandinformationoflearners'
readinessinclass.Givingthewide abilityranges inthelargeclasses,andthe deficiency
in teachersupplyin schools,using thisstrategytoobtainmaximumbenefitremainsabig
challengeincurriculumdevelopmentandimplementation.

Inthe caseofcontentdeliveringhowever,theguideddiscoveryapproachremains
thepreferredoption.Themethodandtheuse ofall itsappropriate strategies are

recommended forthelearner-centeredandactivity-orientedprogrammes developed for

the schoolsystem.In thisconnection,theintendedroleoftheteacherasafacilitatoror

moderatorinaclassthatexpectsproperandeffectiveinteraction,is furtherchallenged by
thepresence of largenumberof students.Theuse of moderntechniques involving
informationandcommunicationtechnology(ICT) gadgets, whichcould amelioratethe

situation,posesa furtherchallengein curriculumdevelopment,givenourenvironmental
contextandlevelof technologicaldevelopment. Evaluation is amajorconcernin
curriculum development;however,theprovisionofevaluationguideinthenationalfor
curriculumcontenthasremainedanunsettledissue.Wehave movedfromone extremeto

another;andrequire settling in between theextremes.This is also a challenge inour

contemporarycurriculum.Atthe tertiaryeducationlevel,minimumacademicstandards
havebeen established for programmesin universities,polytechnicsandcollegesfor
qualityassurance.However,regularaccreditationhascontinued in these institutionswith

satisfactoryresults;andresolvingthedearthoffacilitiesfortheimplementationoftheir
programmes 1S amajorchallengetotheregulatorybodies.

Thetermcurriculumwas derivedfrom theLatinword"Currere"which means

running acourse.Accordingto Akubuilo(2014),curriculumisa plannedandorganized
setofformaleducational andtrainingintentions gearedtowardstheacquisitionof
pre-specifiedcompetencies. Curriculumrefers to theparticularcourseorplanofstudy in



ELT
80 JournalofScienceEducation(JOSCED)Vol.5,No.l *pad

ASTORE
WENTOFSCIENCELO

aschool,consistingoflearningactivitiesand assignments used toachievecoursegoals
orstandards.Curriculum istheskills,knowledge,understandingsanddispositions.that

studentsaretoacquirethroughtheirinstructionalandextraclassexperiences. [t refersto

the lessons andacademiccontentstaught in aschoolorinaspecificcourseofprogram.
Wikipedia(2013)viewscurriculumasa plannedsequenceof instruction,orstudent's
experiences in terms of the educator'sorschools'instructionalgoals. The curriculum

broadlycontainsthedifferentinstructionalobjectiveswhichthelearnersareunavoidably
expected to graspedat theendofthelesson.Itcontainsawellbroken-downcontentsthat

oughttoform theintegral knowledgeofperformance of thesaidlearners.This

instructionalobjectivesamongstothersareproperlyitemizedandorganized basedonthe
threeeducational domains of learning;cognitive,affective andpsychomotor domains.

Thesedomains form thebasisforformulatingtheinstructionalobjectivesinthe
teaching/learningprocess.

However, thecurriculumthat is inusedoesnotaddresstheanticipatedneeds,
problemsandaspirationsof thelearners,or it isnotresponsive enough tomeetthe

technologicalneedsofthesociety.Therefore,a concertedeffortanda totaloverhauling
towardsoureducationpolicyisimminentatthispointintime. The presentcurriculum
enthroneswestern culture IN ourland,thereby,underminingthecultureand valueof
different states inthisnation.Oureducationalsystemandvaluehavebeen rapedand
murdered onthealtarofmodernization. The Nigeriaeducationsystemisintrouble;and
everyday it continuestodwindleanddeteriorateinessence,structureandpurpose.The

extentofdamagethathas beenmeted on oureducation is tooalarming,thereby
militatingagainsttheattainmentofthe expectedobjectivesofschoolcurriculum.

Inordertoensuretheattainmentoftheintendedinstructionalobjectivesofschool
subjects' curriculum, whichis expected tobringaboutsomepositive changesin the

learners,subjects'curriculummustbeadequatelyandcarefully designedtowardbeing
"Responsive"and likewise beeffectivelyimplemented.

ConceptofResponsiveCurriculum
Responsivecurriculumis a curriculumthatis relevantto thecurrentand

anticipated needs,problemsandaspirationsofthelearners(Ema,2019),Ema further

statedthatit isthecurriculumthatequipsthelearnersfordevelopmentin Information,

CommunicationandTechnology(ICT);localandglobalchallengesofensuringpeace
andresolvingconflicts,devastatinghealthproblemsandmyriads ofsocial,economicand
political demandsthatstareindividuals andsocietiesfrontallyon dailybasis.A
responsivecurriculumtakescognizance ofvital changesand challengesinthe
environmentand prepares the learnertomeet them. Any curriculumthat does not

respondtothemajorwavesofchangesin the learners'environment,thatis,equipping
themwiththecompetencyskills ofsolvingtheircurrentor future problemsandthatof
the society is valueless.A responsivecurriculumaddressesthelearners'backgroundand
recognizestheirlearning differences. AccordingtoMkpa(2017),ittiltstowards
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curriculumdiversificationand transformationofsecondaryschool curricula,and offering
instructionswhich are responsive tostudents'multi-ethnicandculturalheterogeneous
setting.

Curriculumemanates frompeoples' lifeandculture,therefore,a curriculumthat

takesintocognizancetheculturalbackgroundofthe learnerandthesocietalneed,fears
and worries of the individualsand the society. Ittacklestheimmediateneedof the

societiesespeciallyinthe face ofepidemic or natural disaster. Responsivecurriculum
fillsthe gap betweentheoldknowledgeandthenewtechnologyinordertomeetupwith
theprogressiveanddynamicnatureofthe global technology.Thegoalsandobjectives
whichthesocietyseeks toachievearemadepossiblethroughtheaegis ofcurriculumas
the instrument. Emereuwa(2014)opinesthatplannersofancurriculumina society
should know generallyaboutthesociety'spastandpresentlifeincludingits futurelife

expectations.Thus,aresponsivecurriculum is inevitable toachievesuch a landmarkin

thelifeofanysociety.
Sincetheworldiseveradvancingintheareaofscience,and as establishedearlier

thatthe societalchangingdemandsneedbemet, itthenbecomesimportant to know that

theresponsivecurriculumin useshouldprovidescientificallytheever-changingneeds,
problemsandaspirationsofthe learners.Sciencebeinganimportantaspectoflifecannot
beoverlookedwhendesigningthecurriculum.Therefore,thecurriculuminuseshould be

responsive enough to capturethescientificindiceswhicharerelevantineducatingthe
prospectivelearnersfor effective living inthesociety,andforeffectivecontributionof

theirquotasinsocietaldevelopment.Inthesamevein,the responsivecurriculumshould
beabletoaddressthelearners'artisticallife.Forthesocietytohavea balance, the

curriculumshouldbe detailedinartsandhumanities.Thisisbecause,anycurriculum
that hasnot addressedthesocial,mental,psychologicaland well-being ofthe learners

has not delivered enough infunction. This goesfurther toexplainthatresponsive
curriculumplays a vitalrole inbuildingthesocialtraits of thecitizens foreffective

living.

FeaturesofResponsiveCurriculum
In identifyingthecharacteristicsofresponsivecurriculum,anotherscholar,Abdal- Haqq
(2016),itemizedthefollowingasthebasicfeaturesofaresponsivecurriculum.

1.Beingintegratedandinterdisciplinary.
2.Beingauthentic,learner-centeredandorientedto real lifesituations.

3.Utilizingmaterials fromthelearner'sculture.

4.Assistingthe learnerto developcriticalthinkingability.
5. Incorporatingco-operative learningandthedevelopmentofself-esteem through

theapplicationandrecognitionofmultipleintelligencefacilities.
6. Requiringreceptiveschool climate andrecognitionofthepower of the hidden

curriculumand

7.Supportiveofappropriatestaffdevelopmentandpre-servicepreparation
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Integrationand Interdisciplinary:Lifeissuesandproblems are multifaceted. The

transcendanyone disciplineorsubjectspecialization. Relatedissuesandproblemsneed
relatedtreatment. Forinstance,somesocialproblemsmaynotbeadequately addressed

byanisolatedsocialsciencediscipline.Giventhepervasivenessandenormityofsome of

theseproblemsmultidimensionally.Thiscallsforintegrationand interdisciplinarity in

curriculumdevelopment and instructions. Socialstudies forinstance,presentedinits

integrated nature,canavail the learner ofaweb-likeapproachtosocial,economic,
politicalandrelatedproblems.Therefore,forthecurriculum to respondadequatelyto the

needsandproblemsofthelearnersandsociety asawhole,itrequirestheingredientof

integration.
OrientationtoLearner'sRealLife:Onekeyreasonforeducationalreformsisthe

needtomakelearningrelevant to reallife'sencountersof thelearner.A culturally
responsivecurriculumdrawsmaterials fromthelearner's culture andexperienceto
illustrate principlesandconcepts(Chion-Kenney, 2014). Thisengenders transfer of

learning.Referentsituationsreflective of thelearner'senvironmentarecreatedin the

classroomifthecurriculum is to takecognizanceoftheenvironmentofthelearnerin its

offerings.Thesereferentsituationsconstitute theissues ofthelearner'senvironment
reflected inthecurriculum and the classroom.Makingthecurriculumrelevanttothe
learner'senvironmentisverycrucialtopositivelearning.

Utilizing Materials/Ideas fromLearner'sCulture:As observedbyThomas(2017),
developingcountrieshave beguntorealizethattheirowntraditionalstructures,waysof
communication, values andbeliefs,have pivotalroles in the future of thesociety. He

observedthattheculturalheritageofmostdevelopingcountrieshadsufferedsomeform
ofneglect,attributabletotheir drivetomodernizetheireducationalsystems,looking

amostlytothewestwhichhasadifferentculturalenvironment. By sodoing,heobserved,
these governments hope thatmoreup-to--methodsof teaching and learningwillgive
themacompetitiveedge and eventuallyleadtoagreatereconomicsuccess.

Development ofCriticalThinkingAbility:Theenormityofsocial,economicand

politicalproblemsconfrontedbysocietiesdailymakesitalmostimperativethat learners

developskills if criticalthinkingandanalysis. Itis aproblem-solvingdevicethat has

becomeverycrucialintoday'sworld. So,aresponsive curriculumcontainscontentsand

methodsthatcan help thelearnerdevelopproblem-solvingcapacities.
Co-OperativeLearning and UtilizationofMultipleIntelligenceandLearning

Styles:Co-operativelearningispromisedonthe beliefandevidencethatshared
responsibilityandinteractioncanproduce positive feelingstowardstasks and others,

generatebetterinter-grouprelationsandresultinbetterself-imageandlearning(Joyce&
Weil,2020).Theyobservedthat"ademocraticsocietyrequiresthat weworktogether to

understandeachother'sworldanddevelopasharedperspectivethatwillenableusa to

learnfromeachotherand govern ourselveswhilepreservinga pluralisticreality".
Again,multiple intelligence facilitiesandlearningstylesare required forlearners to



RALL
83 JournalofScienceEducation(JOSCED)Vol.5,No.1 MAP

SETTE
MENTOFSCIENCEDO

respond properlytodiversedemands from thesocialandphysicalenvironment. In

learners'inter-groupand inter-grouprelations, various learningstylesareexhibitedand
should beaccommodated.

SupportiveStaffDevelopmentandPre-ServicePreparations:Globalpolitical,
economic,socialand technological changes have madeitexpedienttoexaminepresent
staffdevelopmentpoliciesin theschoolsystem inthedevelopingnationsvis-a-visthese
changes. Forinstance,what proportion ofservingteachersarecomputerliterate?Can

sourcematerialsfromtheweborinternetbeused efficiently?Orcanteachersdopower
point presentations? Whatprogrammesareinplacetoexpose themto emerging
technological and socialdemandsof thetime? Thesearesome of thechallengesthat
necessitateeducationalreformsthatinvolvedevelopingcurriculathatcanrespondtokey
societaldemands.Theteacher thereforemustbeversatiletobeable to implementa
responsivecurriculum.

IssuesinDevelopingResponsiveCurriculum
Responsivecurriculumisoftenassociatedwithmakingcurriculumreflectiveof

thelearner's culturebothatthedevelopmentalandimplementation stages. Notable

amongthe issuestobeconsidered in developingresponsivecurriculuminclude the

following:
l. Anunderstandingoftheenvironment ofthe learner, thecurrentandanticipated

social-cultural,political,economicandtechnologicalcircumstances,changes,
needsandproblemsofthelearnersandsociety.Anin-depthstudyofthelearner's
cultural environmentisanecessarystarting point in developingaresponsive

curriculum.

2.Theselection ormodificationofeducationalobjectivestoreflectthecurrent and

futureneedsandproblemsofthesociety.
3. Selectingcontentsthatareconsistentwithemergentand anticipated needs e.g.

curriculumcontents onSex/AIDSeducation,peaceandconflictresolution, ICT,

populationissues,economicsurvivalandethnicissues.
Identificationofthestrategiestobeadopted forImplementationofthecurriculum.

Thisalso involvescreatinganappropriateclassroomatmospherethattakes into

considerationlearners' differentbackgrounds,learningstylesandeducational
interest.

5.Selection of relevantresourcesfortheimplementationoftheresponsive
curriculum.Theresourcesshouldbeculturallyrelevant.What mayengender
learningina particularenvironment,sayEurope,may producenegativeresultin
anotherenvironment,say anAfricanenvironment.

6. TheinstructionalmaterialsusedinImplementingresponsivecurriculumshould

overcomethe subtle pitfallsthat Chion-Kenney(2014)observedare found in

somecurriculummaterials: fragmentationandisolation,invisibility,selectivity
and imbalance,stereotyping,andlanguagebias.
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7. Evaluationoftheprocessesand outcomesoflearning:it'sexpectedthathecriteria

ofevaluationareadhered toin responsivecurriculumevaluation.

To achieve abetter educationforeveryone,curriculumplanners and policy
makersmustadoptthe principlesof recognizing, complexity,diversityand needfor
action atall levels ofeducationand incooperationandsynergywith promisingtrends in

order tomakeeducationavailableandaccessibleto all.Weshould notnarrowdownour
educationalactivitiesto theclassroomonly,soasnot tocontinueproducingill-equipped
graduateswithlittleornopractical aspectoftheeducation thatcanhelpthem perform
optimallywhenfacedwiththerealitiesoflife.Nigerialacksinternalmobilityto improve
hereconomicdevelopment.This internalmobility can be achievedthrough
diversificationofthecurriculum in terms of expandingthepresentcurriculum inuse to

includeentrepreneurial education,ICT andallmanner of scienceandtechnicalskills

neededby new workplace organization. Anall-embracingsubjectmattercurriculumat
alllevels of oureducationwill equipschoolgraduateswiththenecessaryskills to

contributetonationbuilding.Theoverarchingstrategy 1S toimprove access and quality
of educationandmakeitmorerelevantto productiveactivities,value-orientation,
employmentgenerationandwealthcreation.Thisimpliescriticalreappraisalofthe

curriculum in use to produceanswerstotheprevailingproblems(Ukwungwu,2015). He

wentfurthertosaythat,"curriculum diversification can fill this gapcreated by
inadequacy ofthepresentcurriculum.

TheRoleoftheTeacherinResponsiveCurriculumImplementation
In asmuch there'surgentneedfortheadoptionoftheabovecurriculum,thework

oftheteacherincurriculumimplementationcannot beoveremphasized. It isthe teacher

thatexecutesthesecurriculumactivities/curriculumactions/documentsandso,the
teacher and thecurriculummovesideby side. Thisimpliesthatonecannotdiscuss

elaboratelyonresponsivecurriculumwithoutthementionofthe teacherwho is the

curriculumimplementer.Asacurriculumimplementer,itfollowsthattheteacheris the

onewhobrings thecurriculum documentstolimelightand to reality.Anothername for

theteacheriscurriculumimplementer.Theteacherisonewhotranslatesthecurriculum
documentintooperatingcurriculumthrough a joint effort ofhers/his, thelearners and

otherinterestgroups as viewed byMkpa(2017).
Stenhouse(2015)identifiestheteachersasthe key factorsincurriculum

implementation.Stenhouse submittedthatcurriculumimplementationrefersto howthe

plannedcurriculumistranslatedbytheclassroomteacherintosyllabus,schemesofwork
andlessonstobe deliveredtothestudents.Inorderwords,teachersare the keyagents in

theimplementationprocess.Thisimpliesthat thetaskofimplementingthecurriculum
liesonthe teacher. Theteacherdoesnotjustimplementthecontentasitis,ratherhe
breaksthe contentintoteachableunits.Preciselywhatcomestotheteacherisnot the

curriculumplanratherthesyllabus which hebreaks downto get theschemeofwork,
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downtothe unitofplan and finallyto the lessonplanwhichisbeinguseddailyinhis/her
teaching.

JustificationfortheAdoptionofResponsiveCurriculuminNigeria
Students learn betterin their ownculture and languageandnotinaborrowed

culture. More so,anycurriculumthatundermines thebackgroundof the learner, goals

andobjectivesofthe society does notworthit.Culturallyvaluedknowledge hastodo
with theinclusion ofknowledge thatisrelevantto thestudent'slife.Moreso,it iS

througheducationthatdevelopmentcomestoasociety.The more educatedorlearneda

societyis,themoredevelopedsheis. ThatNigeriaisamongthedevelopingnation ofthe

worldisbecauseoflittleornoattentionpaidtoresponsivecurriculumwhich resulted to

grossilliteracyandproductionofhalf-bakedgraduatesfoundinthecountry.
However,inordertoremedytheillnesswithNigeriacurriculum,thereisneed for

theadoptionofresponsivecurriculumdevelopmentandemploythiscurriculumstrictly
inNigeria'seducationalsystem.Acurriculumthat is responsiveis onethattacklesthe

problemofthesocietyandgetsitsolvedoveraperiodoftime.Moreover,the problemof
thesociety iS theproblemofthelearner.Consequently,curriculum designedtoeradicate
thoseanomaliesinthemindofthe learnerisad-remtothemessededucationalsystem.
Curriculumthataddressesnationbuilding,integrityandnobility, a curriculumthatwill

unravelandexposethe bigelephant(corruption)inthewardrobeofeducationindustry
and itssystem,thiskind of responsivecurriculumshouldbeintroducedas well as

mandate it uponeverystudentstartingfromlowerbasicto upper basiclevels of

education.Becauseearlyyears/primaryeducationisthefoundationsoifthefoundationis
wrong,everyotherthing willbewrong.Responsivecurriculum shouldbeintensified in

ourschoolsystem.Oureducationalsystemisundersiegebecause of thetypeof
curriculuminuse. Acurriculumthat is voidofaffective andpsychomotor domainand

upholds only cognitive domaincannotequipstudentinthisera ofindustrialization.

CurriculumaccordingtoIdu,asquoted byOrakpo(2016), "Ourcurriculumis toovague
and nobodywantstoadmitthatthereason we arehavinghighunemploymentisbecause
ofourcurriculum.We don't preparestudentstowardsspecificindustries.Somanythings
are not relevanttotheindustryinourcurriculum. When you leave outtheappliedaspect
of asubject,howdo youexpect thestudentstocopeatthe endof theday?The

curriculumshouldbe designed tomeetnationalneeds,andweneed a working
curriculum. Whatwe have nowin Nigerianeducationsectorisnotworkable, itisstill

way behindandincomplete.Thatistosaythattheproductof aneducationsystem,
shouldafterundergoing the curricularexperiences,should be abletoadjustwelland fit

into the society and evenmakesomethingbetteroutof thesocietyi.e.abilityto
reconstructingthesociety(Izuagba,2013).

Inaddition,the onus liesoncurriculumexpertstodesignacurriculumthatis
responsivetotheneedsofthepeople.Emah(2019)referstoaresponsivecurriculumas
onethatisrelevantto thecurrentandanticipated needs,problems, and aspirationsofthe
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learners.Itis basedonthechangesin the learner's world orculturalmilieu.Inagreement,
Law (2014)observes that globalandcommunityrequirementforeducationincludes the

promotionof life-longeducation,re-emphasizingthe quality of learner'sexperiences,
re-organizingsubjectsintokey learning areas so as todevelop broad knowledge base,

developinginlearnerstheability to thinkcriticallyandbeinnovative,andhavingrising
levels of professionalismamongteachers.It could thenbesaidthataresponsive
curriculumwhich is onethat is livinguptoexpectation,mustassist the products of the

Nigerianeducationsystemto appreciatethedemandsofthesocialgoals,respond
properlytoeconomicrealitiesandbeabletofacecurrentandfuture life challenges.

Extendingtheaforesaid to thetechnologicalneedsofthe prospectivelearnersand

the society at large,itimportanttonote thatthe learningenvironmentisdynamicthan
ever before.Asa result,today'sstudentslearninwaysthataredifferentfrom how

educationalsystemwasoriginallydesigned.Withthe advancementinArtificial

Intelligenceandtherise ofremote/hybrid learning,theidea of theclassroomisbeing
remodeledandrefinedin numberofwaysto fitthe evolvingneeds ofmoderndigital
learners. Basedonthis, many highereducationinstitutions aresubstitutingtraditional
resourceswitheducationaltechnologiesto keep upwiththeirdigitallearning.Hence,the
technologicalneedsofresponsivecurriculumamongothers include: distillactionable

insights fromthestudents'commentwithAI,accesstoinformationand resources,

connectstheclassroomexperiencetothe realworld,andpreparestudentsforthemodern

workplace.

AdoptionofResponsiveCurriculuminNigeria
ThatNigeriais amongthedevelopingnationsoftheworld isbecauseofgross

illiteracythatis foundin thecountry.Whatthenis theproblemwithNigerianeducation
system, thatsince theinception of formaleducationwearestillgrapplingingross
illiteracy and underdevelopment? Whatcould havebeenthecause of suchdwindling
situation intheNigerianeducationindustry? Isitthe system, thecurriculum orthe

methodofteaching?
The educational systeminNigeriahasexperienceddeteriorationsince the

independenttilldate.Thestate ofeducationhas worsened to theextentthatone can

confidentlysaythatnoepochhasexperiencedthekindofdilapidationinthe education

industrylikeours.EducationinNigeria has experiencedovertheyears quantitative
growthwithoutcomplementaryquality,(Edokpolo,2011).

IntheNigerianeducationalsystem,thecurriculumthat is in use doesnot address

the issue atstakeoritis not responsiveenoughtotheneedof thesociety.Therefore,a
concertedeffortandatotala overhaulingtowardsoureducationpolicyisimminentat this

pointintime.Thisfactorisverygermane inthesense thatrelevantstakeholders will

parley toredesign our policyin suchaway thateach StateorLocalGovernmentwill
havetheir cherished values embellishedintotheschoolcurriculum (Edokpolo, 2011).
The presentcurriculumenthroneswesterncultureinourland,thereby,underminingthe
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cultureandvalueofdifferentstatesinthisnation.Oureducationalsystemandvalue have

been raped andmurdered on thealtarofmodernization.By now,responsivecurriculum
thatwilladdressendemic social viceslikecorruption,intimidation by theso-called

politicians andgovernmentofficials,lack ofequal rightandjustice,extortion,bribery,
publicfundembezzlementandthelikesthatreartheiruglyheads indifferent
different levelsineducation industryis quite very necessary.

waysandin

TheNigeriaeducationsystemisintrouble;and everyday It continuestodwindle
and deteriorateinessence,structureandpurpose.Theextent ofdamagethathas been

meted onoureducationistooalarming.Itmay notbefarfromthetruth tosaythat
Nigeriaisplaguedby somanyevilstodayduetohercomatoseeducationsector.It'shigh
timeweallstoppedapportioningblamesas towhodidwhattobringNigeria'seducation
sector to herknees. Havingenumeratedtheproblemsto includepoor teachertraining,
lowqualityeducation,poor funding, highteacher/students ratio,inadequateschools,
curriculum,wrongpolicies,poorteachers'remuneration,poorinfrastructureetc., this is

thetimeto get towork.(Orakpo,2016).Therefore,weneed to employresponsive
curriculumstrictlyinNigeria'seducationalsystem.

Accordingtoanempiricistphilosopher,FrancisBacon"knowledge ispower".
Knowledgecomesfromeducationeven thoughthere is innate(derived fromconstitution
of intellect),foronetobeknowledgeableonemustbeeducated.Therefore,no nation

developsbeyond thelevelofhereducation.Anypositivechangeinthesocietyalways
comesfromthefruitofeducation.Therefore,thecurriculumofanynationisthepivotof
development becauseitisthroughthecurriculumthatthe need (aims,goalsand
objectives)ofthenationistransformedintolearningexperience.Itthenfollows that for

theattainmentofNigeria'sdevelopmentthroughthe instrumentality ofcurriculum,it iS

imperativethatcurriculumdesignersdevelop aresponsivecurriculumwhichwhen
adopted inthe Nigerianschoolswilldevelopvaluablehumancapital that isneeded for

economic growthand humandevelopment (Onyemesim, 2015). It willencourage
indigenousproductionandmanufacturingoflocal goodsand raw materials.Thiswillin
turnminimizetherate of braindrain inthesociety.Thus,theskilled,expertsand
qualifiedprofessionalswillnolongerimpoverishthenationthroughexportation oftheir

skillandexpertisetoothercountries.Corruptionisacankerwormin any societyandthis

haseatingourcountryNigeriadown.A responsive curriculumdevelopmentshouldinall
ramificationaddressinherstructureoflearningexperiencetheendemicepidemicinour
country.Ifthe youngergenerationsare taughtthe vicesandimplications,consequences
andpenaltiesofcorruptionearlyenoughitwill go a longway toserve asadeterrent.

Hence,theneedfortheadoptionofresponsivecurriculumin Nigeria.

Conclusion

Ina bidtoproduceaneffectivesubject teaching and learningguide in the

NigerianSchools,which by implicationwillequip thelearnerwiththecapability,skills
and potentialstobeusefultohimselfandthesocietyat large,itishigh time wecritically
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lookintoour education industry notonlytosanitizethesystembut alsotodeterminethe

typeandmodelofcurriculumthatwillbeemployedintheeducationsystem.Responsive
CurriculumDevelopmentisapanaceatothesemyriadsofproblems.Theproblem oflack

ofsanityintheeducationalsystemcanbesolvedthrough a pragmaticcurriculum.A
curriculumthattacklestheproblemof thelearner,the needs, fears and worriesofthe

society iswhattheNigerianeducationalsystemneeds.Thiswill bringnational
development becauseasfar asnation'sdevelopmentisinvolvededucationplaysamajor
role. The more educated Nigeriansarethe fasteroureconomygrows and oursociety
civilized.Afunctionaleducationmustcaterfortheneedsandaspirationsofthenation. In

thiseraofknowledgeexplosion,diverse needsand interestofthelearner andthesociety,
there isapressingneedon thecurriculumtomeetupthechallenge.Thiscaneffectively
be achievedbydesigningacurriculumthatwilltakecare oftheseneeds'areas.Itshould
be constructedinsuchawaythat there mustbeintegrativeandinterdisciplinaryteaching
andlearningacquiredfrom one area tosolvemanyotherproblemsfacingthemin life.

Theskillsacquiredmusthaveutilityvalue.Thelearnersshouldacquireskillsthatwill
make themusefultothemselves and the society.Inorder to developcompetentskills,
attitudesandknowledgebaseoncriticalandconstructivethinking,thecurriculumshould
beembracing,diversifiedand responsivetoany change. This willenablethelearnersto

adoptand adapt easily toany changing situation.Thecurriculumshould relatetothe
needs of thesociety and skillsacquisitionshouldbeemphasized. It shouldalso be

relevantto thecurrentand anticipatedneeds,problemsandaspirationsofthelearners. It's
basedonthe occurrence andchangesinthe learner'sworld orculturalmilieu.

Aresponsivecurriculum shouldbeproperlyand carefully consideredand
designed ifeverourNigerianSchoolswill be counteduponasbeingeffectivein the

developmentandproducingofsoundgraduateswhowouldbeusefultothemselvesand
thesocietyat large. Giventheindisputablebenefitsofresponsivecurriculum,it's very
necessary fordevelopingcountrieslikeNigeriatotailortheireducationalreformsto their

peculiarculturalneeds and aspirations, insteadof employing imported reforms

whole-hog.Thisviewdoesnot discountenance thecredibility ofsometechnological
developmentintheworld,butasievingprocessis necessary ifthemainfabricsof our

culturalheritageand valuesarenot tobesubstantiallyeroded.Hence,theneedforthe
adoptionofresponsivecurriculumin Nigeria.

Recommendations
Inview oftheabove discussion,thefollowingrecommendationsare put forward:

1.Curriculum plannersand policymakersmustadopttheprinciples ofrecognizing
complexity,diversity andneed foractionatalllevels of education and in

cooperationandsynergywithpromisingtrendsinordertomakeeducation
availableandaccessibleto all. We shouldnotnarrowdown our educational
activitiestotheclassroom only,soasnotto continueproducing ill-equipped
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graduateswithlittle ornopracticalaspect oftheeducationthat canhelp them

performoptimallywhenfacedwiththerealitiesoflife.
2.Curriculumexperts shoulddesignacurriculumthatisresponsivetothe current

needs,aspirationsand problemsofthe people.
3.Governmentshouldmotivateteachersthrough increasein salary andallowances

soas to encourage theminputting in theirbestinharnessing thepotentialsofour
futuregeneration.

4.Teachersshouldpreparetheirteachingcontents/objectives by effectivelyutilizing
materials/ideasfromlearner'sculture.
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